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The Roman Empire was one of the powerful and greatest rule having extended their land under the governance of Trajan. Roman Empire had the greatest army troop consisting of well trained and disciplined warriors. In addition, the Romans are also known to have conquered Greece which was a civilized nation. The emperors ruled Rome and civil war was not necessary to gain control. Despite, the successful reign the empires downfall was a natural occurrence because the decay of the empire was as a result of rise of Christianity, attacks from outside nations for instance influx of Germany and political instability and government corruption. The literature will cover the three reasons for the fall of the Roman Empire addressing the rise of Christianity and the influx of the Germans by giving the reason for my choice and why. 
Rise of Christianity

Christianity began to rise after crucifixion of Jesus Christ and spread through ship trades and roads set by the Romans. During the reign of Constantine in the 300 A.D, Christianity was officially acknowledged by Emperor Constantine through the construction of basilicas from wealth present at the Roman temples (Gibbon, 2005). In addition, Capital set aside for the military was used in supporting Christian cause which was as a result of long period of religious conflict where Christians were against pagans. Not only did the church affect the Roman rule but also the Roman Empire influenced some changes on the church. The Roman religion involved worshipping of several gods and cults such as Adonis.  In addition, Roman religion was mostly for the well-off individuals as it was costly to join while Christianity was free to join and permitted slaves and the poor to join. 

Loyalty and unity among people of all status was among the agendas of Christianity which saw to changes in the Roman culture. According to Eadie (1977), Christianity lead to changes in some practices such as prisoners were allowed outdoors as opposed to Roman way of keeping them in the dark as well as reduction of slave master’s authority. Therefore, Christianity had begun influencing political rule of the empire. As much as the Christianity gained control over the empire the church was also governed by the empire which resulted in the hierarchical order as seen in the Roman Catholic Church.

Emperor Constantine allowed Christians to participate in politics and vie for political posts and Christian priest did not pay taxes (Eadie, 1977). On the other hand, Roman families that opposed Christianity were denied governmental seats. Also, persecution of Christian emperors fueled the spread of Christianity since martyr were a source of inspiration to both believers and non-believers. As a result, some changes like Sunday being Sabbath day established by Constantine were irrevocable. However, if the emperors who succeeded Constantine had been fair-minded the era of Christianity would have fallen since there would have been less subjects to have faith in it. Thus, as Christianity progressed traditional Roman values became forgotten.
Influx of the German into the Roman Empire

Influx of the Germans into the Roman Empire also contributed to the fall of Rome. For decades the German tried to conquer the empire without any success. According to Halsall (1998), during the reigns of Marius, Julius Caesar and Augustus the German faced terrible losses in the battles.  In the course of a peaceful period, some German were allowed to settle in Rome and others served in the legions and those captured during war became Roman slaves. In the course of the war against Visigoth, the Roman emperor Valens was killed and the Roman army was scattered rendering the empire vulnerable. As a result, the German tribes saw this as an opportunity to march their soldiers toward the empire. Finally, under the leadership of Alaric, the Visigoths raided Rome in the 410 A.D and overpowered the city.

The empire had begun breaking with different emperors governing the east and western regions. The great Roman Empire had fallen and the emperor’s authority fell into the hand of individuals of German origin (Halsall, 1998). The first German ruler of Rome was Odoacer a military commander who persecuted the last Roman emperor. The German tribes continued to spread their reign to England, Spain, North Africa and Italy. As a result, the empires geographical area was greatly reduced such that by the eighth century it composed of Constantinople, Asia Minor, few portion of Italy and Balkan Peninsula.
Government Corruption and Political Instability

Government corruption and political instability posed a major threat toward the empire. Roman Empire had both good and bad leaders during its reign. However, corruption among the highest government levels was becoming a concern since the empire was constantly in chaos, in addition, the emperors and the senate disagreements increased its political instability.  Therefore, Emperor Diocletian came up with plans to keep Rome stable. According to Gibbon (2005), Emperor Diocletian plans included raising taxes to the poorer districts whereas the richer districts were spared to avoid any rifts from his reign. Furthermore, Diocletian declared that workers remained bound to the status they were born. This rules were brutal especially to the poor. In addition, he set up regulation that emperor could choose a successor of their liking.

The increased taxes were used to support the Roman armies. However, at some point, the government could not sustain its armies and eventually opted to accommodate barbarian troop. Some corrupt Roman officials begun oppressing the barbarians who lived peacefully in Rome. Eventually, the tribes started revolting and soldiers were sent to quite this disorder. During the history of Roman empire, it was divided into the Western Roman Empire the Eastern Roman Empire which lasted up to 1453 (Gibbon, 1952). However, politically instability resulted in Western empire citizen disowning Rome and openly accepting the reign of Odoacer since he still carried out Roman customs.

Among the three reasons, the major was corruption and political instability. Corrupt Roman leaders served their own interest forgetting their mandate to the citizens. The government oppressed the citizen and made their lives very hard whereas the well-off individual enjoyed ravished lives at the expense of the poor. According to Halsall (1998), political instability resulted into a divided nation which created opportunities for Roman foes to attack. Additionally, exploitation of the poor and political unrest slows the growth of a nation and creates misery among its citizen who later lose faith in their governing bodies. It also causes civic wars that require capital to fund which otherwise could have been used to develop the empire. The only people who suffered the most were the local citizens whereas the wealthy enjoyed comfortable lives since civil war hardly affected their comforts.

In summation, Christianity attacks by the Germans, corruption and political instability are some of the reason the most powerful empire fell. The greatest conqueror of nations was eventually conquered and ruled by other nations. However, Christianity opposed the segregation of the slaves and poor from the wealthy. From the three explained reasons corruption and political instability was a major reason to downfall of Rome. A large empire such as Rome was not short on chaos and despite having a strong army it did not protect Roman Empire from its downfall.







References


Eadie, J. W. (1977). The conversion of Constantine. Huntington, NY: Robert E. Krieger 
Publishing Company.

Gibbon, E. (1952). The decline and fall of the Roman Empire. Chicago: Encyclopedia Britannica.
Gibbon, E., & Gibbon, E. (2005). The Christians and the fall of Rome. New York: Penguin 
Books.
Halsall, P. (1998). The divine Augustus. Fordham University. Retrieved from https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/suetonius-augustus.asp on 25 July 2018.

